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FORRESTFIELD–AIRPORT LINK — SOIL CONTAMINATION 

1031. Hon Dr STEVE THOMAS to the minister representing the Minister for Transport: 

I refer to the contamination of soil by chemicals known as per- and poly-fluoroalkyl substances—PFAS—from 
the site of the Forrestfield–Airport Link tunnelling project, to the minister’s answer to question without notice 109, 
asked on 21 March this year, and to the comments of the Minister for Transport on 6PR radio on Monday, 
22 October 2018, at around 9.15 am, when she stated in relation to PFAS contamination — 

… the other clarity is that the standards that are now being set, that the soil is under those limits. 

(1) What is the total volume of contaminated waste soil that has now been accumulated at the  
Kewdale–Forrestfield site that was previously used? 

(2) What concentration of PFAS has been determined by the state to be the appropriate threshold or limit for 
re-use of those soils? 

(3) How was that limit or threshold determined and what specific references were used? 

(4) Will soil with PFAS concentrations over that threshold be subject to the waste levy under the  
Waste Avoidance and Resource Recovery Levy Act 2007 and Waste Avoidance and Resource Recovery 
Levy Regulations 2008? 

Hon STEPHEN DAWSON replied: 
I thank the honourable member for some notice of the question. The following information has been provided by 
the Minister for Transport. 
(1) Approximately 370 000 cubic metres of soil originating from construction works for the  

Forrestfield–Airport Link project is currently stockpiled at 777 Abernethy Road, Forrestfield. This soil is 
capable of re-use in accordance with the PFAS National Environmental Management Plan—NEMP. 

(2) The NEMP provides guidance and a nationally consistent framework for the re-use of soil that contains 
PFAS. This guidance was agreed between the states, territories and Australian governments in 
February 2018. 

(3) The NEMP identifies a process for evaluating possible contamination against a variety of applicable 
health and ecological assessment criteria, and provides a framework for the re-use of the materials. 

(4) The majority of the excess fill from the Forrestfield–Airport Link project is likely to be suitable for 
beneficial re-use and the government will continue to identify re-use sites. 
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